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A Welsh fable warns about judging man’s best friend

It is often said that a dog is
man’s best friend. Perhaps that is
why there are so many stories
about the loyal friendship
between a man and his dog. In
Japan, there is Hachiko, and in
Scotland, there is Greyfriars
Bobby. In my home country,
Woales, we have Gelert.

It is the tale of a prince named
Llywelyn and his precious dog,
Gelert.

One day, the prince called his
dog to go hunting with him as
usual, but Gelert did not respond.
The prince decided he had no
choice but to go hunting without
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him.

Leaving their baby at home
asleep, the prince and princess
went to hunt. However, when
they returned home, they found
their baby’s cradle overturned
and Gelert with his mouth
dripping with blood.

Llywelyn, believing the worst
and blinded by anger, drew his
sword and killed his dear dog.
Gelert fell to the ground and let
out a howl, and from the corner
of the room could be heard a
small cry. It was then that
Llywelyn realised what he had
done.

In the corner of the room lay a
wolf covered in blood and beside
the wolf was his son, completely
unharmed. Llewelyn had killed
his precious dog, who had
actually protected his son from a
wolf that had gotten into the
chambers.

Whether this story is based on
truth or not, Gelert’s loyalty and
unfortunate death reminds
people of the importance of
evaluating a situation fully
before jumping to conclusions.
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