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Wandering off the beaten track opens eyes to hidden gems

When a lot of people visit
Japan, they tend to stick to the
big cities, hopping from tourist
spot to tourist spot. I'm not
saying that is wrong — there isa
lot to see in those places and they
are well-known for a reason, but I
do feel that by doing so, people

are missing out on some great
hidden gems.
I love exploring places off the

beaten track. There’s something
special about going somewhere
you know not many other
tourists will have even thought to

have gone.

During my time as an
exchange student, I lived in
Okayama, a city surrounded by
mountains and full of nature, so I
had so many opportunities to
“explore the unknown.”

I would often go on mini
“explorations” with my friends,
where we would get on a random
bus and see where it took us, or
ride our bikes somewhere we had
never been before.

Sometimes we would end up
in a small residential area with

not much to do, but more often

Essay

~Y-—Ah= IR
19064, EEUI—ILAEENL. FEEOEICREAS 437
JUBHED P Z AR EEE o DIFCEECERERS. A v
T ROIF SRS THFER -7 IV EEE, T8
hCarf eSS L L TRURE T 00 EEL 2018 bR
A CHEHEER TERRE S LTDHEL. eSSBS
#Be LT ABRAEEEDR - FLENEXAECEEDR D
EHITL TV EOM—LA—UT [~ —DxBEERR
ol #igath,
https:/Mwww . city.ota. tokyo. jpfkokusaitoshi/kouryu/
cir.htrl

Wander{ing)...track

exchange student

than not, we would find ﬂﬁ%‘%ﬁ%’l@ i‘ﬁfﬁ%
something that would make our I;ﬁil 3**’*”[ } ~TITEE < R
. oz ; idden gem(s [Z~IZ113
journey worth it: be it a local (RHLHB)ERT  rosidential area
restaurant, a small bookshop, a E‘ﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁgfiﬁ et
L} L}

coffee shop or even a small park :’;ml i more. ..not
or shrine. ~?;E-1Eﬁ=]ﬂi$é~ Sl

Now that I live in Tokyo, I ;?ﬁf;ﬁﬁz" 2o IOT
must admit, my list of places I ~pagnrmi. ~(c "04““9%
want to go to is so long that I no SIhe ol

“ ; ,» hop(ping) definitely
longer go on such “explorations.” - ¢gy=mEot (Fole REIC
However, I still love taking walks  miss{ing) out IBQ;LB_ i
with no particular goal in mind ot Pl L
explore(-ing)

and definitely recommend it as a
way to relieve stress. @
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