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What brings you to Japan? Let me think on it

“What brings you to Japan?”
I've been asked questions like this
so many times I've lost count.
You would think I would have
composed the perfect answer by
now, yet every time that question
comes my way, I'm stumped.

How far do I need to go back?
And how can I explain my
interest in Japan without boring
the asker with tedious extracts of
different stages of my life? After
all, I'm sure they just want a
simple answer, not my entire
autobiography.

I'll try to explain it briefly. I

grew up watching Studio Ghibli
films and “Sailor Moon” anime,
but it wasn’t until I reached
secondary school that I got truly
interested in Japan. I had a
pen-friend in Japan with whom I
often exchanged letters.

I watched a lot of J-dramas,
listened to bands like Arashi, and
loved to read books by Haruki
Murakami. It was also then that I
decided to learn Japanese.

After learning Japanese for
roughly two years, I chose to
continue my studies at university,
where I majored in Japanese

: : What...Japan? After all
language and Asian studies. e O oo A
While I no longer watched ria#Ic®RE=0T e
Japanese anime or drama, [ still ?I'-lit::n 25D LM
ink on .
felt drawn to Japan and loved (gmips)~ico -'é“:tﬂf'gﬂgmphi
studying Japanese. LWTELBAS briefly
After graduating, I moved back Eﬁ%‘;ﬁii’gfx MR, FhEls
here for work, and hopefully to  compose(d) g:;i )
live permanently. But why? The ;&f’ﬁ:‘r:. roughly
simple answer is, I just like living g;?;;ﬁ‘ 2272  BEEKE
here. The nature, conbinis, (be)stumped E;‘,’;‘E"L"m\
karaoke, fashion, matsuri, food, E}i}iiﬁ][:Ina (be) drawn to
just being able to use Japanese W,ﬁgﬂg,ﬁ ggﬁ’anéxﬁm
every day — the list goes on. tedious ) nermanontly
The simple things that make %gggggcbrx\ FoLLDETH
Japan what it is — that’s what gxtract(s) go{es) on
317M e

brings me to Japan.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

@ BECRIZSDIE? BrotBIIRTIRID

[l HARITK ST TS ? . CoMOEME, BA UL WE
R TEFLA HEAR. STRAFENLEAEARLTVLEAEBE L
TLLH, iR ZoBMESLAATIZHOLTLEID T,

WRZADILPLBETIELIVWOTLL ? B hETWAVWARRLT
Efz, EITHO0EH R IMER LY LIFLHs, E9v-oTHEF 2 BE SEFI,
HA~ORBKIZOWTHBETELTLLYD ? FOAL, AMHEFREvold, B
MALBELTHoT ROBHETREVWRTTT.

RIS HELELL) B A V3V OBEE [—F—L—> | DF=A
FRTELILA HRIZOWTAHAE THEHKEEZRWADOZ. PRI THLT
L7z HARIZIGEIGEDWT, X{FEMERDEYNLTVEL .

i, HEROF 927K SART. (MG XoFRI/N—TolizBE, & L&

BoOREGHRLODVPFRIFETL:. HERREZITIE RS20, FOHTT.

2T EHABEFAT S, KETELICHMT 5028, HAHRLET VTR
EFHALILA HEROTZARFFRRIEELTWELLH, HEICE RS
RELLY, HAEoMmRiIzEhTLz,

RESB HFTHBURHL, CERICZITToELLWERBWELS, Th,
LB, TR0 TT-T? WWIZEIE, HEOES LB EZH» LT AR
FaAVES, HFFF Tryias BY B, HAErHBHEALZZ LA B
Ex EIFhEEh bbb A

HAEAZHALZLGLD S, 27 ibo. TR RBHAICELRHZOTY.

(iR EHHT)



