B )\ Take

By Maya Jones

| | [TTH

oar | | [ [ [ 11 1111]
([ L[] ]1]1]
[ [ [ [ | KEYBORARYD

[s=mmmmzn]  Sunday, June 23, 2024 AsahiWeekly

IVv-Ja—rx

19945, RE -+ VI TV RRERICAET /\ Y TIv—MEF
N REPEEA. BEHAIOVETAEVDSRETES. $H0
Bh oNEREEECEKZIE<, 20214F. OV RUKFZR,
SRIFHARE. FZPITRAL. 1FE. ERANEBAETZA
1o RECHESNIERKZENROAAEZEAC—FIVT X b

Ota City’s historic link to the witch city of Salem, Massachusetts

You may have heard of the city
of Salem thanks to the infamous
Salem witch trials of the 17th
century, but did you know that
Salem is actually sister cities with
Ota City in Tokyo? The link
between the two cities dates back
further than you might think.

In 1877, Edward Sylvester
Morse, an American zoologist,
embarked on a journey to Japan
to further his research on
mollusks. During a train ride
from Yokohama to Tokyo, Morse
spotted what is now known as the
Omori Shell Mounds through the

window — a discovery which
would set the foundations of not
only the study of archaeology in
Japan, but also of a long-
standing, rich relationship
between Salem and Ota City.

Morse brought various artifacts
back with him from Japan, which
remain on display to this day at
both the Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston and the Peabody Essex
Museum in Salem.

The Peabody Essex Museum
would go on to become a sister
museum of the Ota City Folk
Museum in 1984, which

eventually led to the two cities
signing a sister city agreement in
1991. In 2021, the two cities
celebrated 30 years of continuous
exchange.

Each year, residents, students
and officials from each city
embark on trips to visit each
other, with cultural exchange
events, homestays and visits to
historical sites constituting
important parts of their
schedules.

The two cities maintain their
strong bonds even when apart by
exchanging letters, gifts and

video greetings.
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