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Friendship across cultures blooms when we ignore differences and share laughs

Before moving to Japan, I was
told that it would be hard to
make Japanese friends. There are,
of course, cultural and language
barriers which lend credence to
this notion.

Westerners tend to be loud and
outspoken, making us at times
appear somewhat eccentric from
a Japanese perspective. During
my student year abroad, I only
had one or two Japanese friends
that I occasionally met up with,
choosing to spend most of my
free time with other foreign
exchange students for fear of not

fitting in.

Even when I moved to Japan
for work, I was quite reserved
with my Japanese colleagues, not
wanting to be perceived as the
outlandish foreigner.

Contrary to my expectations, it
was only after I started being my
typical “foreign” self that making
Japanese friends became easier
than ever before! My new friends
and I enjoy spending time
together precisely because of our
differences, which often make for
entertaining conversations, and
each day provides us with new

opportunities to learn about each
other’s culture.

They even praise traits that I
had worried would be frowned
upon, such as my tendency to
speak my mind more often than

and again!
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