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Compromise is key to surviving differences in cross-cultural relationships

door to a world of new

My mother always advised me
against entering an international
marriage — she said that if I
settled down in the United
Kingdom, I would have an easier
life.

I always thought that this was
somewhat closed-minded, and I
didn’t understand why she would
say such a thing when her own
international marriage had been
so successful. Still, after moving
across the world to live in Japan,
I am starting to understand what
she meant.

Moving to an entirely different
country, especially one with a

vastly different language and
culture, poses a significant
challenge in and of itself. By
marrying someone from that
country, you commit yourself to a
number of potentially permanent
changes.

Having lived in England for so
many years, my mother now feels
as if she is an outsider both in her
country of birth and in the
country where she has now spent
most of her life.

Her words were not a critique
of international marriage, but an
acknowledgement of the sacrifice
and hardship that accompanies

it. A great deal of perseverance,
patience and compromise is
required on both sides.

That being said, if you find
yourself in a cross-cultural
relationship, don’t feel that you
need to tolerate a partner’s
disappointing behavior by
attributing it to cultural
difference.

It’s perfectly fine not to
compromise on everything;
staying true to your values and
communicating your boundaries
is just as important.

If you are able to strike the right
balance, you just might open the

adventure!
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